
 
 
Will the intelligence of machines overcome that of human beings? Will machines decide how we act, 
how we think or what decisions we make? 
 
Can we create superhumans through gene editing? Where are the limits? 
  
Scientific and technological progress is modifying fundamental aspects of our culture, our economy, our 
social organization, including our values and our vision of the world and of the human species. All this 
affects us right now and will affect our lives profoundly. Along with huge opportunities to improve our living 
conditions, many unknowns are opened up and large-scale risks can be perceived.  

We need far reaching reflection and a broad dialogue to promote what we call "A New Enlightenment", with 
new philosophical and ethical bases that can sustain a culture, an economy, a society and a regulation 
adapted to this radically different environment. 

Biotechnology and artificial intelligence are two of the most powerful drivers of this change; the immense 
possibilities of modifying the capacities and physical characteristics of people, and the coexistence with 
intelligent machines, with capacities far superior to humans in more and more aspects, pose very 
important questions: what impact will they have on our lives? What benefits and risks do they entail? How 
to regulate its development and its use?  

These are some of the topics which will be discussed in this event and which are discussed in 
OpenMind 

knowledge sharing initiative.   

The event will feature the participation of Carlos Torres Vila, Executive Chairman of BBVA and two of the 
authors from the book, Samuel Sternberg, associate professor of the Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biophysics at Columbia University and Ramón López de Mántaras, research professor at CSIC 
and director of the Artificial Intelligence Research Institute (IISA), who will discuss these issues from the 
perspective of their different fields of knowledge. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Maximum punctuality is requested.  

ID will be required to access. 

There will be simultaneous translation. 

Afterwards a cocktail will be served. 

A Transcendent Decade  will be given out 
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